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FEDERAL ELECTION -

STEVE ROBERTSON, CHAIRMAN
REPUBLICAN PARTY OF KENTUCKY COMPLAINANT

V.

FRIENDS OF BRUCE LUNSFORD RESPONDENT

^ COMPLAINT

5 Comes tbe Complainant, Steve Robertson, Chairman, Republican Party of Kentucky, and
G'
ff- pursuant to Federal Election Campaign laws and Federal Election Commission (hereinafter

TEC") regulations, submits this Complaint against Respondent, Friends of Bruce Lunsford

(hereinafter "Bruce Lunsford's campaign). In support of this Complaint against Bruce

Lunsfoid's campaign, Complainant hereby states the following:

INTRODUCTION

Bruce Lunsford (hereinafter "LunsfoixT) is a candidate for the Democrat nomination for

the United States Senate. (See FEC Candidate Listing, attached as Exhibit 1.) As explained in

this Complaint and evidenced by the exhibits attached hereto, Bruce Lunsford's campaign

knowingly and willfully violated Federal Election Campaign laws and FEC regulations when it

paid for a public communication and failed to adhere to the di«ei«imgr requirements for such

oxmnunkations. For the reasons set forth below, Complainant respectfully requests that the

FEC initiate an immediate mvestigrion mto thU nrttcr and m

the law.
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STATEMENT OF FACTS

On April 21, 2008, Brace Lunsford appeared in a television broadcast on the CW's

"Louisville Live this Morning** program. (See PageOneKentucky excerpt, attached as Exhibit 2,

ftlgft available at httD!//naj|BonckcntiKTky.cop>^2008/04/2 1/bnK^lviisforifriiflpf iiripî 'OP"

louisville-live/ .) The full broadcast of this television appearance is contained in Chapter 1 of a

DVD included with this Complaint as Exhibit 3.

The most important point to note about Lunsford's appeniance on this television

broadcast is that the show's host, Dan Spangler, admits that Lunsford paid for the segment,

thereby transfbnning the appearance into a gampaigpi advertisement, or inibmercial. (See

Exhibit 3, Chapter 1.) Spangjer's exact woids were:

"...Just to let you know, we are an entertainment show not
necessarily a newscast and the Lunsfbid for Senate Campaign
today paid for the extended segment to be able to discuss the
important issues beyond the 30 second commercial or 10 second
soundbite."

(See Exhibit 3, Chapter 1.)

It is also noteworthy that Lunsford made unchallenged and highly critical remarks about

Republican Senate Leader Mitch McConnell [and Luntfoid's potential opponent] and President

George W. Bush on this infomercial. (See Exhibit 3, Chapter 1.) An example of one of

Lunsford's negative attacks on Senator McConnell and President Bush during this infomercial is

the following verbatim statement made by Lunsford:

"One thing you can easily see is that the Bush Administration
and.. .and certainly led by Senator McConnell mrough me Senate -
they basically have taken down middle America. You know the
upper crust, they're doing great I mean they've got wonderful tax



benefits... urn... ft seems like we give *em more and more to get
more and more. But the truth is middle America is really suffering
and I Hunk long term that upper America, the upper income group
•re going to suffer loo because if you don't hive a strong middle
America, you aren't going to have a strong upper America."

(See Exhibit 3, Chapter 1.)

Lunsford further used this infomercial as an opportunity to make several self-

£' aggrandizing, unchallenged claims regarding how Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear and other
a-
<a national Democrats urged him to run for Kentucky's U.S. Senate seat (See Exhibit 3, Chapter
(N

2j! 1.) Additionally, Lunsfoid's campaign website address and phone number, as shown below,
*3'
Q were prominently displayed on the screen tiroughout the televised broadcast-
er'

CAMPAIGN INFO: (502) 458-7500
www.bnice2008.com

(See Exhibit 3, Chapter 1.)

At no time during this paid-for public cotumunlcation, or infbmerrial, did Lunsford ever

make an oral disclaimer approving the communication, and at no time during thfc

commumcation did a clearly readable, written disclaimer statement appear on the screen. (See

Exhibit 3, Chapter 1.) For these reasons, and because Lunsford has demonstrated a dear

luidentanding of the Federal Election Campaign laws and FEC regulations regarding public

oominunicBtions in this election (as explained below), probable cause exists to believe that his

campaign has committed knowing and willful violations of these laws and regulations.



As defined in Federal Election Campaign laws and FEC rcgulatfons, the term "public

Broadcast, cable or satellite transmission;
Ncwi
Magazine;
Outdoor advertisingfecility(e.g., billboard);
Man mailing (defined as more than 500 pieces of mail matter of an identical or

^ substantially similar nature within any 30-day period);
£! • Telephone banks (defined as more than 500 telephone calls of an identical or
!q- substantially similar nate witmn any 30-day period); or
^ • Any otrier general public poUtical advertising. Oeneimlpu^
O not include Internet ads, except for commumcatioiB placed for a fee on another person's
& web she
<M

1 1 CFR 100.26; 2 U.S.C. 431 (22).

Pursuant to CFR 1 10.1 l(cX3X«X "televised public communications must include an oral

| disclaimer spoken by the candidate m which the caiididate identifies hta

that he or she has approved the conimimication.M This disclaimer can be conveyed hi one of two

ways:

• A full-screen view of the caidk^
or

• A "clearly identifiable photographic or smiilar image of me candidate" that appears
during me candidate's voice^wer statement. (\ 1 CFR 1 10.1 lfcV3YiiVmV

Pursuant to CFR 1 10.1 l(cX3XniX the coinmunication inust also uidiide a "clearly

readable*1 written statement mat appears at the end of the conimiiiik^on "for a period of at least

four seconds" with a "reasonable degree of color contrast" between the background and me

disclaimer
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Cleariy, the CW television broadcast, paid for by Brace Lunsfoni's campaign, constitutes

a "public communication" pursuant to 1 1 CFR 10026; 2 U.S.C. 431 (22). As such, Lunsford

was lequiied to include an end and written disclaimer in accordance with CFR

110.11(cX3Xii),(iii). Lunsford felled to comply with these provisions of Federal Election

Campaign laws and FEC regulations, despite his obvwiis understanding of and prior adherence

to them.

^ Bruce LwisfonTs campaign has already aired two tdevision advertisements, the firstt\\

<q entitled "Real World" and the second cntWed "Bottom Line," m wWch Uinsfbrd adheres to the
<q'
O aforementioned laws and regulations. Both advertisements include the oral and written
<T
^ disclaimers required by Federal law and the FEC. These advertisements are included on the

enclosed DVD, Exhibit 3, as Chapters 2 and 3, respectively. Therefore, it is obvious that

Lunsfbfd knows the requirements and mandates of campaign finance laws and FEC regulations,

and willfully and knowingly violated them with his paid appearance on the CW's "Louisville

Live this Morning** program.

WHEREFORE, as probable cause exists to believe that Bruce Lunsford's campaign

violated multiple prrwidftM* «f Pedatal Rlgetum Pampmgn l«m« mui PBT Mgnlarimnaj

that ite FET inMrtii MI immM««te immatigatinn nf thi« tnatfgr

and impose all penalties upon Bruce Lunsford's campaign warranted under the law.

Respectfully i

Steve Robertson
Chairman, Republican Patty of Kentucky
Port Office Box 1068
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Frankfort, Kentucky 40602
Phone: 502-875-5130
Facsimile: 502-223-5625

Coufyof.

Sworn to and acknowledged before me by Steve Robertson, Chairman of the Republican
Party of Kentucky, on this the "to day of /W( .2008.

in
IV

•M Notary

JJ( My commission expires: ^ (/•/ A

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify mat the enclosed Complaint and exhibits were sent via U.S. mail, along with
three (3) copies of same, to the following recipient, this 30* day of April, 2008:

Office of General Counsel, Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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Presented by the Federal Election Commission

Candidate1! **M>t' match specified criteria:

NOTE:

Candidate listinsji saay appear here as a. nsntt of draft connUtteaor i

regbtdteg with the FEC If no offiefcU
indlvidul Uenttfted hnrs its taken SHI teflon to become

LUNSFORD. BRUCE
Address:

State:

KY 40207

anocratic Party

Total of lCommittee(s) matched criteria

TRY A: NEW SEARCH NEW ADVANCED SEARCH
RETURN TO: FEC HOME PAGE

iictusa.com/cgi-bio/qcan/ 4^5/2008
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Brace Lunsford's Appearance on Louisville Live
April 21st, 2008- 1 Comment

Bruce Lunsford, Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate, appeared on the C^
morning (Greg Fischer declined the opportunity and wasn't mentioned) to discuss his race.

Topics of conversation included: Washington, Mitch McCtanell, Birt
middte America, devaluation of the dollar, our beau^
him to tun in December, national Democrats asking him to run.

Peep the video below:

ht^^/pageofieketitucky.com/2008/04/21/bruce-hms 4/24/2008
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